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Recreational Trails Program Mission

The Recreational Trails 
Program (RTP) provides 
funds to States to develop 
and maintain recreational 
trails and trail-related 
facilities for non-motorized 
and motorized 
recreational trail uses.  

City of Whitesville Community Park Resurfacing



Project Basics
• Projects are administered by DLG in conjunction with the 

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 

• RTP funds come from the Federal Highway Trust Fund and 
represent a portion of the motor fuel excise tax collected from 
non-highway recreational fuel use. 

• Funding is available up to $250,000

• Match 80/20

• 30% of the funds the state receives annually must be awarded to 
motorized trails

• Funds are paid on a reimbursement basis only



Eligible Projects
• Maintenance and restoration of existing 

recreational trails

• Development and rehabilitation of 
trailside and trailhead facilities that serve 
trail users

• Purchase and lease recreational trail 
construction and maintenance equipment

• Acquisition of easements and property for 
recreational trails  

• Design and engineering (Capped at 15%) 

• Accessibility upgrades Pendleton County Nature 
Trail Project



Ineligible Projects
• Sidewalks
• Roads
• Campsites 
• Administrative Costs
• Playgrounds, picnic pavilions, 

sports fields
• Purchase of tools 
• Design and/or Planning Only



Application Timeline
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Grant Awarded 
(Agreement signed 

and Notice to 
Proceed Given) 

July to August (Year 2)
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Application Components

Application Form - includes project overview, applicant 
information, and justification, etc. as well as: 

1. Budget: Include source of match
2. Confirmation that trail will remain available to the 

public in perpetuity and that Right of Way will be 
available

3. Environmental information, such as will trees be 
removed and are there caves nearby



Application Attachments



Maps

1. Location Map: Shows the location of the map in the 
context of the city/county it is in

2. Site Plan: Shows the project elements that will be 
completed (i.e. map of the new trail, location of 
trailhead facilities, etc.)

3. Boundary Map: if trail is within a park, preserve, etc., 
this map will show the boundary of that area



Perpetual Trail Easement Requirement
• If the land is publicly owned, 

grantees can file either a: 
• Perpetual Trail Easement, or
• Deed Restriction 

• If the land is not publicly owned, 
both easements must be filed:
• Easement from Citizen to 

Grantee, and
• Easement from Grantee to DLG

• Both guarantee the trail will be 
maintained and open to the public 
in perpetuity. City of Glasgow Beaver Creek 

Park Track Widening



Environmental Requirements
1. Fill in the Preliminary Environmental Assessment form included in the 

application packet. This can be completed by anyone with knowledge of the 
project. 

2. Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act: a Federal agency must ensure that any 
action (i.e., project) it authorizes, funds, or carries out is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of a threatened or endangered species.  For federal grants, 
this responsibility may fall to the applicant. 



IPaC Review Process

1. Create action area (i.e., 
project area, site, 
property, parcel) and 
enter project 
information.

2. Click “Define Project” on 
lefthand side of page



IPaC Review Process
3. Request an official Species 

list
4. Evaluate Determination Keys (Dkeys)



IPaC Review Process
If you are able to make “no effect” or “not likely to adversely 
affect” determinations for all species through the Dkeys, then you 
don’t need to consult further with the Service.  The Dkeys will 
generate a consistency letter documenting your determination 
for each species.

If you reach a “may affect” determination for one or more species 
in a Dkey, then further consultation with our office is required. 
The Dkeys will provide information on how to conduct this next 
step of review.



Other Attachments with Longer Lead Times

• State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 106 Review
• Must submit project to their website for review, and provide us with the 

letter they return, not your application for review
• Kentucky State Clearinghouse Review

• Requires 30 days for review
• Resolution stating intent to apply and confirming that the 

city/county will hold the required matching funds 
• No Impact Letters from Utilities

• Contact District Utilities Supervisor for a list of all known utilities in the 
project area 

• Request a letter stating that there will be no impact on the utilities due to 
the project

• Public Meeting 
• Requires advertisement of the meeting for at least one week posted in 

largely viewed mediums
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RTP Scoring
1. The length of recreational trail developed and/or improved by the proposed project. 4 

– 15 pts
2. The number of recreational trail opportunities enhanced by the proposed project. 4 – 

15 pts
3. Project provides and/or improves outdoor recreation by persons with disabilities, 

older citizens, economically disadvantaged, and other special population groups. 0 – 
10 pts 

4. Project is identified or referenced as a specific goal of a local or regional plan. 0 or 10 
pts

5. Proposed trail ties into other trails, greenways or scenic corridors, and/or links natural, 
cultural, historic, and/or recreation areas. 0 – 15 pts  

6. Is the project sponsor a Trail Town? 0 – 10 pts. 
7. Project includes signs, maps, brochures, etc. educating trail users of the proper uses 

and conduct while on the trail; And gives users the opportunity to learn about any 
natural and/or cultural resources along the trail. 0 – 10 pts

8. Applicant currently has an open RTP project. 0 or 10 pts
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What does preliminary approval mean?

Answer: The governor has selected your project for funding, 
but all components of the application to the Federal Highway 

Administration still must be completed and submitted.

Can I start my project when I get my preliminary 
approval letter? 

Answer: No.
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Environmental Review & LPA PD 
Checklist
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Now that your project is awarded…
• You must follow all federal and state 

procurement guidelines
• If there are any changes or delays to your 

project, reach out to DLG as soon as you 
can

• Make sure you have your deed restriction 
or perpetual easement completed

• Submit reimbursement requests once 
you’ve used at least 25% of the grant funds

• Note that reimbursement will only be given 
for the percentage of costs equivalent to the 
percentage of federal match you applied for 
(i.e. 80% of funds will be reimbursed if you 
submitted with an 80/20 match). City of Dayton Sargaent Park Trail



Questions? 

Contact: 
Pamela Jordan

Pamela.Jordan@ky.gov
502-892-3158

mailto:Pamela.Jordan@ky.gov


Clay 
Cottongim















Questions?
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